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732-238-4656

Mark Benson, Youth Commission

732-432-7693
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732-257-9796

Jack Silverman, Ritual Committee Chair

732-390-8055

Shabbat Services
VA-YIGASH
Friday, December 6 –4:10 & 8 pm
Saturday, December 7 —9:30 am & 4:10 pm
VA-YECHI
Friday, December 13 –4:10 & 8 pm
Saturday, December 14—9:30 am & 4:10 pm
SHEMOT
Friday, December 20 – 4:10 & 8 pm
Saturday, December 21—9:30 am & 4:10 pm
VA-ERA
Friday, December 27—4:15 pm & 8 pm
Saturday, December 28—9:30 am & 4:15 pm

Rebecca Slavin, Religious School & Youth Director 732-257-7070
Lynda Perel, Nursery School Director

732-257-7070

LETTER BOX
We wanted to take this opportunity to thank Rabbi Finkelstein for the outstanding job
he did officiating at the wedding of our daughter Rachel and Joe Fine. Rachel and Joe
live in Chicago and in the months preceding the wedding the Rabbi went out of his way
to initiate a number of phone conversations to get to know Rachel and Joe. Rabbi
Finkelstein came early and the Tisch he moderated was filled with humor and song. He
ran a beautiful and meaningful ceremony. We want to thank him for his extra effort, his ability to make
everyone comfortable, his sense of humor, and for making the occasion so memorable.
Carole and Stephen Schneider
*************************************************
SOCIAL ACTION EVENTS
ONGOING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Bikur Cholim:
Madeline Frances 732-254-2783 Deena Oren 732-432-9130
Jordan Feldman 732-613-1925
Shiva Minyan contact- EBJC Office 732-257-7070
Meals on Wheels delivery Bunny Kaplan 732-254-4528
********************************
ONGOING AND UPCOMING ADULT EDUCATION COURSES
RABBI JOSHUA S. FINKELSTEIN
LUNCH AND LEARN
WEDNESDAYS—12 NOON
GENESIS-SCIENCE LECTURES
Presented by Dr. Judah Landa every Mon. at 8:30 pm in the Library.
TALMUD CLASS
Presented by Dr. Judah Landa, Wednesdays at 8:30pm in the Library.
***************************
For all things EBJC find us on
FACEBOOK As East Brunswick Jewish Center/EBJC
Daily and weekly notifications as well as event information
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Rabbi Joshua S. Finkelstein
Reflecting on The Pew Study & Looking Forward:
Becoming a Warm, Welcoming Community of Growth,
Meaning and Purposeful Life
By now, most in our community have read or heard about the Pew study of American
Jewry. Countless words and blog articles have washed over the Internet, analyzing
and dissecting the recent report on the state of American Jewry and Judaism in
America. Over the past months, i have shared my perspective with the EBJC Family
on Shabbat mornings. There is little doubt that the report has hit a nerve with the
American Jewish Community, but there should also be no doubt that this report offers us, the
American Jewish Community an opportunity. The Pew report allows us this moment to reflect on our
successes and deficiencies and look forward to building on those successes and reversing the shortcomings.
Then successes of Conservative Judaism in America as found in the Pew study was recently capsulized
by my colleague Alan Silverstein:
. . .the data describing self-identified Conservative Jews reflects relative stability rather
than decline, when compared to years ago. Ninety-eight percent are proud to be Jewish, with
93 percent feeling that “being Jewish” is “important” in their lives. Eighty-three percent have
some Jewish friends, more than 90 percent regard Israel as an “important part of being Jewish,” 88 percent feel an “emotional attachment to Israel,” and 56 percent have been to Israel
at least once. There are relatively high percentages for belief in God, raising their children as
“Jewish by religion,” synagogue affiliation, attending religious services, sending children to day
school, maintaining a kosher home, and other markers of strong religious identity.
The number of self-identified Conservative Jews has not “plummeted.” They number
954,000 adults and at least 200,000 children, for a total of 1,150,000. This remains quite a substantial amount . . .
The static number of our Movement can be traced to a number of variables including the demographic
challenges facing many communities such as ours. While Jewish communities are growing, they are
not always growing in places where our synagogues exist. The challenge to the Conservative Movement is to seed new congregations in growing Jewish population centers and nurturing a new generation that is seeking meaningful and purposeful Jewish life.
There are challenges for our EBJC Family as well. For a generation we took for granted the needs of
the local Jewish community and families. Over the coming months and years we need to engage in a
conversation about the future and nature of the EBJC. The EBJC needs to become a synagogue center, where people will build life long relationships with Prayer, Learning, Social Action, Israel, Jews
around the world and Jews in our neighborhood. In this way, the EBJC will be a warm, welcoming
community of growth, meaning and purposeful life.
The journey is just beginning, but as you join with us the rewards will be great for us as a community
and each of us as individuals.

Rabbi Joshua S. Finkelstein
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CO-PRESIDENT’S REPORT
As I sit here thinking about how to start the article for the December Recorder it occurred
to me that Eric and I have been in office for 136 days. That means approximately 577
days left on our 2 year term. The question is will we have enough time, strength, and
support to accomplish all that we have planned? Time sometimes moves too quickly.
We were disappointed to learn recently that only a small percentage of our members read
the electronic version of the Recorder. I know the Sisterhood Presidents, Men’s Clubs
President, the Rabbi, Educational Director and office staff dedicate a considerable
amount of time to write and publish our monthly newsletter. The Recorder is also a major
source for EBJC critical information. For example, our November Recorder’s President’s
message focused on the fact that our former Rabbi (Henry Rogoff) has brought a law suit
against the East Brunswick Jewish Center. We are open to suggestions on how we can
make the Recorder a more effective communication device for everyone.
Currently our fundraising committee chaired by Larry Kramer is hard at work planning the
next Gala Ball event. The event is scheduled for March 22, 2014. We are very excited to
announce that this year’s honoree will be the Mitzvah Corps. For those that don’t know,
the Mitzvah Corps touches our lives by organizing and conducting Shiva minyans. They
also support our Shul in many other ways and we are proud to honor their contributions at
this year’s gala. As a special treat, we will be raffling a trip to Israel. We are only selling
500 tickets to give each ticket a 1 in 500 chance of winning. We are looking forward to a
very exciting and enjoyable evening.
We have been and still are working very hard in getting a new tenant to replace the
Schechter School. Another new project we are starting is a singles group which would
include many other Synagogues in the area. There are plans underway for an intergenerational mural for the halls leading to our offices. More information should be
forthcoming for this as well. All of this is in addition to the daily functions and programs
of our Shul. Eric and I are very interested in hearing from congregants. Please let us know
if you have suggestions for other programs or if you are interested in working on some of
our current ones.
Eric and I thank all the readers of the Recorder and hope you will encourage others to
read it
On behalf of the Rabinowitz & Smith family we hope everyone had a joyous Chanukah.

Eric Rabinowitz and Elissa Smith –Co Presidents
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CHILDREN OF THE HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
The last three children have been adopted – the memorial is complete!
Myra and Fred Feldman – Alfred Kristeller
Phyllis z”l and Joseph Green – Isac Bauman
Elana Gershen Finkelstein and Joshua Finkelstein – Yezik Wielkabroda
On Yom Hashoa, 27 Nissan, Sunday evening, April 27, 2014, Rabbi Finkelstein plans to have
a rededication of this unique display of Yizkor-rememberence – One hundred (100) named
children representing one and one half million Jewish children murdered in the Shoah.
A personal note: although I was chair of the EBJC Yad Veshem Committee and brought the
Holocaust Torah which we have on display in the lobby and ran the campaign which
resulted in the 6 candelabra now on the back wall of the sanctuary and set up the EBJC
Holocaust section in the East Brunswick public library, I was not asked to work on this
project. It was a complete surprise to me. However when co-presidents Sol Hecht and Jack
Steinweis asked me to take over the project of course I accepted. I found it in disarray
but with Raymond Sasson’s help we found pieces of the puzzle and I was fortunate to
discover the Simon Wiesenthal Museum as a source of Holocaust children with a few from
the U.S. Holocaust museum and Yad Vashem. Reading the many bios was a sad and,
frequently, tearful experience. Another experience, unexpected, was the very slow pace
of congregants coming forth and adopting children, but all‘s well that ends well and we
now have completed this sacred task.
Karl Kaplan
***************************************************************

Our Project Continues—Kristallnacht 2011
Dedication of the Second Pair of
Amir Stained Glass Panels Reaching for the Heavens
Sponsorship Categories
Crystal Circle $10,000
Platinum Circle
$ 5,400
Gold Circle $ 3,600
Silver Circle
$ 1,800
Bronze Circle
$ 518
To arrange for your participation, please contact Raymond Sasson
(732-257-7070 rsasson@ebjc.org)
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE

I hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgivikkah and holiday break with your families!
The month of December is shortened because of Thanksgiving and the holidays. Please
note that our winter break will be December 23- 31. On December 7, Bet, Gimel and Hei
will have a combined Junior Congregation Service. The Gan/Aleph service is scheduled for
December 14.
During the past month, the Hebrew school celebrated Hanukkah with holiday snacks, a
menorah and candle boxes and through acting out Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblin and
Holiday Improvisation. Our students participated in Israeli Dance, made latkes in Hebrew
High and created holiday-inspired crafts in class while learning about the Hanukkah. Our
college students received our first mailing of the year. And, for the 2nd year in a row, our
Used Book Sale was a success!
For December, our Bogrim class is looking forward to its Class Shabbat dinner on December
13. This is our first Shabbat dinner of the year -- we hold one for each class starting with
Gimel ,once a month. Each class designs its own special program. Israeli dance is
scheduled for December 22.
In December, our Youth groups will be busy with a number of activities. Kadima is looking
forward to a December 3, Speed Friending Event, Chavarim will hold its monthly event:
Rainbow looms. There will be a regional USY Membership dance on December 14, and a
Kadima B’nai Mitvah Game Night and USY inter-chapter Holiday Mashup on December 17.
Our Tri-Star Basketball Program will conclude in the month of December. Kids in both
sessions will receive trophies for participation.
I Hope everyone continues to have a great winter.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Slavin
Director of Education and Youth
East Brunswick Jewish Center
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PRESCHOOL PRESS
Our staff, along with Mrs. Cheryl, our music teacher, will be teaching our preschoolers some traditional and new
Chanukah songs to sing at our Chanukah party. Our parents will be joining us on Wednesday, December 4 th for the
festivities. The children sing, dance, light the menorah, do a craft with their parents, and of course taste our delicious
latkas.
On Saturday, December 14, EBJC Sisterhood Shabbat will be honoring our Nursery School. Come join us for a special
Shabbat with our preschoolers and their families. Our preschooler will be brought up to the bimah to sing, you won’t want
to miss it. Also what would a celebration be without food? There will be delicious Kiddush after services.
Below you will find a picture of our 2 ½ year old Native Americans banging on their tom-toms before our Thanksgiving
Feast. The children enjoyed our celebration with their turkey sandwiches, craisins, corn chips, and scrumptious pumpkin
bread they made.
Our Nursery School Staff would like to wish you a Happy and Healthy New Year!

Lynda Perel,
Early Childhood Education Director
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DECEMBER, 2013
Sun
1

5th night Hanukkah

8

15

Mens Club Breakfast
KBR

22

29

8

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

2

3

4

5

Israeli Dance - 7:15
Kadima - YL 6-730
Nursery Hanukkah
pm - Kroll Ballroom Senior Adult League Party Kroll BR
Mah Jongg - 7:30 pm
6-8 pm KR
10:30am-12 noon
- YL
7th night Hanukkah Religious Committee Genesis Science Fitness Center- 8:30
Library - 8:30 pm
pm
6th night Hanukkah
Talmud Class Mens Club Board
Library
- 8:30 pm
meeting FC 8:15pm
8th night Hanukkah
Executive committee
meeting FC 8:15pm

9

10

11

Israeli Dance - 7:15 Chaverim dance floor Talmud Class - Library
pm - Kroll Ballroom
YL 6-730
- 8:30 pm
Mah Jongg - 7:30 pm
- YL
Genesis Science Library - 8:30 pm

16

Fri

6
7
Candlelighting-4:11 pm Services 9:30 am &
Services 4:10 & 8 pm
4:10 pm

Hanukkah Party

12

Sat

Kiddush Enhancement Social Action
Egalitarian Minyon
Book Club after
services
Seudat Shlisheet
sponsored-Lax

13
14
Candlelighting-4:11 pm Services 9:30 am &
Services 4:10 & 8 pm
4:10 pm

Bogrim Class Shabbat Sisterhood ShabKBR 7pm
bat

17

18

19

20
21
Candlelighting-4:13 pm Services 9:30 am &
Services 4:10- & 8 pm
4:10 pm

23

24

25

26

27
28
Candlelighting 4:17 pm Services 9:30 am &
Services 4:15 & 8 pm
4:15 pm

30

31

Israeli Dance - 7:15
pm - Kroll Ballroom
Mah Jongg - 7:30 pm
- YL
Genesis Science Library - 8:30 pm
Youth Commission
meeting YL 8:30pm

Kadima - YL 6-730 Talmud Class - Library
- 8:30 pm
Board of Directors
meeting - YL 8:15

Israeli Dance - 7:15 EBJC Open Gym - 7-9 Talmud Class - Library
pm - Kroll Ballroom
pm
- 8:30 pm
Mah Jongg - 7:30 pm
- YL
Genesis Science Library - 8:30 pm

Israeli Dance - 7:15
pm - Kroll Ballroom
Mah Jongg - 7:30 pm
- YL
Genesis Science Library - 8:30 pm

Join Today’s Sisterhood!!!
SISTERHOOD- IT’S WHAT YOU PUT INTO IT!
On Saturday, December 14th, there will be a Nursery School/
Sisterhood Shabbat with an expanded Kiddush. It is going to be
a delightful morning! Please join us! Also, please help us make
the Kiddush special with a donation of Chai.

The GIFT SHOP
Call, if you need anything special
Lory Pelofsky at (732) 254 –6851
or EBJC office 732-257-7070

The Torah Fund Dinner and Service will be Friday, January 10th.
Details for this wonderful event will be forthcoming.
Torah Fund Pins ARE available! Becoming a Benefactor is
EASY!!! You can get your pin NOW and have until June 2014 to
pay for it.

JNF – Tree Certificates
The cost of a tree is $10.50.
If interested, please call
Diana Horowitz
at (732) 390-9058

We are still looking for 2 volunteers to be a Youth Commission
Liaison AND a Board of Ed. liaison to Sisterhood. Please
consider working with us!
There have been so many varied activities and events that have
occurred over the past 5 years. There really has been something
for everyone….Sisterhood is in need of more people to do both
programming and fundraising. You CAN coordinate just ONE
event! The following are some of the events that people have expressed interest in. Health and Wellness Wednesdays, a Card
Party, a Mah Jong Tournament, an Estate Sale or Auction, a Tea
Party…….. Step up and volunteer!
As always, SCRIP is a WIN/WIN for EVERYONE!!!....Contact
Carol 732-257-6752 or email her at scrip@ebjc.org. Gift cards are
from ACME, SHOPRITE, and LOX, STOCK, & DELI.
Our Judaica Shop is here for YOU!!! Come in and see what’s
NEW!!!
Our Mitzvah Baskets are beautiful and our Mazel Tosses are fun
and delicious! GET THEM FOR YOUR NEXT SIMCHA!!!!
I wish everyone a healthy, happy, and prosperous secular New
Year!!!

Having a baby naming, auf ruf, or
special anniversary or birthday
coming up?
How about having the congregation join
in the celebration? If interested in
Sponsoring or Co-Sponsoring
a Shabbat Morning Kiddush,
please call Sylvia Halpern
at (732) 432-9233 or
Inge Gross at (732) 238-0664.

THINK MAZEL TOSSES AND
BIMA BASKETS FOR ANY
OF YOUR SIMCHAS

Cindy Rabinowitz
cindy.rabinowitz@comcast.net
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Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Tributes

Other
Tributes

Tree
of Life

JNF Tree
Certificates

Beth Belzer
(732) 238-7925

Bernice Bellows
(732) 254 - 4103

Beth Belzer
(732) 238-7925

Diana Horowitz
(732) 390-9058

Call Lory Pelofsky
At 732-254-6851
Membership/Retention

Supermarket Scrip

Membership—Stacy Feldman
(732) 613-1925
Carol Weisfelner
Retention—Lory Pelofsky cw181818@gmail.com
(732) 254-6851
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On a personal note, thank you to all of you who have given me good wishes regarding my Dad. Thank G-d he is
doing much better and is back a shul on Shabbat. Now to business; November was highlighted by the Regional
Man of the year event where 25 of us showed up to honor David Julis, this year’s EBJC winner. David, with the
Shul Man of the Year award last year and the Men’s Club Regional award this year, you are disqualified as an
“Unsung Hero”; that said, the songs of praise are well deserved.

Men’s Club hopes all of you had a Happy Thanksgiving and are having a Happy Chanukah. This year, like in the
past, we provided Latkes to the Hebrew School for the annual Chanukah party and funding to the youth commission for Dunkin Donuts gift cards for our college youth.
Regarding the Philippines disaster, the Men’s Club board voted to make a small donation towards the relief effort from our funds through the Jewish Federation of Middlesex County and the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee as
described in a letter sent to the Congregation by the Rabbi.
With Chanukah soon passing and people away for yearend vacations, December is generally a quiet month. That
said, we are busy planning upcoming events for the secular New Year. January 26th is our annual Blood Drive and
Unsung Heroes event; this year we are planning a special surprise. And on February 2nd (Super Bowl Sunday), it
is World Wide Wrap where Conservative Jews from all across the world come together to wrap Tefilin. Look forward to seeing you all there.
Thank you for all your support.

Mark Foladare, Men’s Club President
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The Congregation extends Mazel Tov to:
Marla and Marty Genee on the marriage of their son, Jordan Genee to Lanie Bernes
Irene and Sam Wanderer in honor of the birth of their grandson, Jordan William
Sheila and Bernie Solomon in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Ellie Wilton
Carole and Stephen Schneider in honor of the marriage of their daughter, Rachel Schenider to Joe Fine
Madeline and Joel Frances in honor of the birth of a granddaughter, Rebecca Rose Samskin
Amy and Steven Schonfeld in honor of the marriage of their daughter, Sara Schonfeld to Raphael Rabin-Havt
Michele and Terry Finkelstein in honor of the birth of their granddaughter, Ella Rose Finkelstein
Shirley and Bruce Sommers in honor of the birth of their grandson, Benjamin Marlow Whittow
The Congregation extends Condolences to:
Randy Kersner on the loss of her father, Arnold Rubin
Norine Bruskin on the loss of her father, Ronald Wittie
Steven Meller on the loss of his father, Bernard Meller
GENERAL
Riva and Martin Bornstein in honor of Rabbi Finkelstein for his kindness and compassion
Gloria and Jerry Gitlitz for mishaberachs
Anne and Matt Kaufman for a misheberach
Anne and Matt Kaufman in honor of Jordan Genee’s marriage to Lanie Bernes
Anne and Matt Kaufman in honor of Edna Sharff’s complete and speedy recover
Sydney and Larry Kramer in memory of Shoshi Rivlin’s sister, Edna Fracht
Sydney and Larry Kramer in memory of Marty Genee’s mother, Lillie Genee
Sydney and Larry Kramer in honor of Sara Schonfeld’s upcoming marriage to Raphael Rabin-Havt
Anne and Adrian Kroll in memory of Gary Miller’s father, Joseph Miller
Anne and Adrian Kroll in memory of Shoshi Rivlin’s sister, Edna Fracht
June and Gary Miller in honor of David Julis being named Men’s Club Man of the Year
Judi and David Oshinsky in memory of Judy Hecht’s father, Stanley Keller
Cindy and Rick Rollman in memory of Judy Hecht’s father, Stanley Keller
Cindy and Rick Rollman in memory of Shoshi Rivlin’s sister, Edna Fracht
Cindy and Rick Rollman in honor of David Julis being named Men’s Club Man of the Year
Bracha Rosenberg
Brenda and Edwin Rothstein
Amy and Will Schafer in memory of Randy Kersner’s father, Arnold Rubin
Phyllis and Al Schneider in honor of Al reading Torah
Gladys and Howard Sommers to the Library Fund in memory of Randy Kersner’s father, Arnold Rubin
YAHRZEIT
Helena and Gene Brody for yahrzeit in memory of his mother, Mildred Brody
Gail and Mark Burnett for yahrzeit in memory of her father, James Adler
Alyson Distel for yahrzeit in memory of her sister, Stacey Salomon
Caroline and Philip Fellner for yahrzeit in memory of her father, Joel Blaustein
Isadora Gelb for yahrzeit in memory of her mother, Mary Wachtell
Hillary Gensler for yahrzeit in memory of Joel Gensler
Gayle and Murray Halbfish for yahrzeit in memory of her father, Morris Pearlson
Margo and Martin Hecht for yahrzeit in memory of her father, Arthur Herberg
Anne and Matt Kaufman for yahrzeit in memory of his grandmother, Ida Kaufman
Gail and Neil Kosher for yahrzeit in memory of his grandmother, Rose Kosher
Gail and Neil Kosher for yahrzeit in memory of his grandfather, David Friedman
Linda and Roy Levi for yahrzeit in memory of your father, Richard Theilheimer
Judi and David Oshinsky for yahrzeit in memory of her father, Morton Feinsilver
Judi and David Oshinsky for yahrzeit in memory of his father, William Oshinsky
Phyllis and Al Schneider for yahrzeit in memory of her father, Louis Saffer
Fran and Joel Shafer for yahrzeit in memory of his uncle, George Shafer
Judy and Ken Streisand for yahrzeit in memory of her father, Irwin Rothman
Renee and Paul Weissman for yahrzeit in memory of her father, Daniel Barnestein
Renee and Paul Weissman for yahrzeit in memory of his uncle Maurice Fractor

CONTRIBUTIONS—ALIYAH
Sylvia and Ed Cohen
Madeline and Joel Frances
Helene and Ken Gerson
Anne and Matt Kaufman
Lory and Arnie Pelofsky
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New for Summer 2014:
Enroll now for ages 2 1/2 to 7
Join us for another fun summer at Gan B’Kayitz
Call with any questions about our advanced activities for our older
campers or to schedule a tour anytime!
Call Lynda or Trudi at EBJC at 732-257-7070

**********************************************************
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East Brunswick Jewish Center
511 Ryders Lane
East Brunswick, New Jersey 08816

RECORDER EDITORIAL STAFF:
Don Bloom, Staff Artist
Gale Dillman, Administration
Robert Turner, Editor
Contact the Recorder staff via email at recorder@ebjc.org
The Recorder is published September through June
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